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The “Subordination” of Sports Mediation in China and Its Resolution
LU Xu
(Zhengzhou University, School of Law, Zhengzhou Henan, 450001)

Abstract: Sports mediation plays an important role in resolving sports disputes, maintaining sports order and promoting industry gov-

ernance. However, under China’s current system, sports mediation is generally subordinate to sports arbitration institutions, internal
mechanisms of individual sports associations and court mediation proceedings, lacking independent legal status and operational system,
presenting obvious "subordination" characteristics, this pattern weakens the neutrality and credibility of mediation, affecting dispute
resolution efficiency and the person concerned’s interests guarantees. Through analysis, the causes of the mediation subordination phe-
nomenon can be summarized, including absence of legal specifications, administrative management system and insufficient basis for ju-
dicial intervention. By comparing models such as CAS, Canada SDRCC, and France, Japan and other models, it can be known that in-
dependence and professionalization are the core of effective operation of sports mediation.In light of our country’s actual situation, the
legal status of sports mediation proceedings ‘relatively independent” from arbitration should be established, institutional independence
should be promoted, procedural rules should be refined based on the types of sports disputes, and a professional mediator team should
be built, to enable sports mediation proceedings to further play a role in diverse dispute resolution and enhance the modernization level
of sports governance.
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