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Abstract: Sports tourism has emerged as a new hotspot in tourism consumption. The spatial distribution patterns and driving factors of
1,793 sports tourism resources in Shanxi Province were investigated through exploratory spatial analysis and the geographic detector,
based on which pathways for product transformation were proposed. The results show that: 1) Sports tourism resources in Shanxi
province exhibit significant spatial agglomeration, forming a “core—led, multi—center—supported” spatial configuration, with Taiyuan
and Jinzhong as the primary core areas and Datong and Yuncheng as important secondary agglomeration centers. 2) Natural resources
are more dispersed than cultural (humanistic) ones, and rafting sites, sports events, and camping resources display a scattered distri-
bution.3) The spatial distribution of sports tourism resources is mainly influenced by road network density, level of economic develop-
ment, urbanization rate, and elevation. The interactions among these factors exhibit an enhancing effect. Based on these findings, sev-
eral pathways for product transformation were proposed, including the establishment of a systematic transformation mechanism, the
construction of a point—axis spatial supply framework, the development of a multi-level product portfolio hierarchy, and the creation of

the “Jindong Shanhe” sports tourism brand.
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