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Measurement, Distribution Evolution, and Structural Differences of Sports Consumption

Potential in China’s Provinces
QI Gaohui, YANG Haiyan
(Wuhan Sports University, School of Economics and Management, Wuhan Hubei, 430079)

Abstract; Against the backdrop of the strategy to expand domestic demand and build a strong sports nation, identifying the potential
for sports consumption in China’s provinces and its regional differences is very important. Based on panel data from 31 provinces (in-
cluding autonomous regions and municipalities) from 2014 to 2023, we built an evaluation index system for sports consumption poten-
tial, measured development levels using the entropy weight TOPSIS method, and analyzed regional differences, dynamic evolution,
and limiting factors with the Dagum Gini coefficient, Kernel density estimation, and obstacle degree model. The results show that: 1)
From 2014 to 2023, China’s sports consumption potential showed an overall fluctuating upward trend, but the overall level is still rela-
tively low. 2)The regional pattern features "eastern region leading, central region second, western and northeastern regions lagging,"
and regional differences remain significant. 3)Overall differences mainly come from inter—regional differences, with contributions be-
tween groups continuously increasing. 4)Distribution shows movement from low values to medium—high values, but gradient differentia-
tion still exists. 5)The main obstacles are concentrated in insufficient basic facilities, weak public services, and imbalanced urban-ru-
ral resources. The study suggests that improving sports consumption potential should focus on bridging facility gaps, strengthening ser-
vices, and promoting regional coordination.
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