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Digital Economy Empowering the Digital-Intelligent Transformation of the Sports Indus-

try: Configuration Paths and Practices
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Middle School, Chuxiong Yunnan, 675299)
Abstract: Using the Technology — Organization — Environment (TOE) framework, this study examines panel data from 30 Chinese
provincial-level regions from 2020 to 2024 through dynamic qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) and regression analysis. The re-
sults show that no single condition is necessary for the digital—intelligent transformation of the sports industry. Instead, the transforma-
tion is jointly driven by digital infrastructure, technological innovation capacity, digital talent, digital technology application, smart
stadiums, and digital economic development. Four configuration paths are identified: a smart—stadium—centered path; a technological—
innovation—and—smart—stadium path; a digital-technology—application—and—digital-economy path; and a digital-talent—and—digital—e-
conomy path. Smart stadiums serve as pivotal application scenarios, while technological innovation and digital economic development
form a dual-core driving mechanism.
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